% A Malcolm X Landmark 


’ After months of controversy, city officials say the 
| future of the Audubon Ballroom (at Broadway 
_ and 166th Street) has been decided. It was at the 
_ Audubon that Malcolm X delivered some of his 
most powerful speeches to the people of Harlem 
and where he was assassinated on February 21, 
1965. The original plan was to demolish the 
building. Columbia University proposed 
building a commercial biomedical research 
complex on the site. This outraged Black 
community activists who argued that it should | 
; ` be recognized as a monument. The city recently 
| a agreed to preserve about half of the building as.a 
i memorial to Malcolm X as part of Columbia's 
-. plan, and will put in millions of dollars of public 
funds to subsidize the project. Some of the 
preservation money will go toward establishing 
amuseum in Malcolm's name. In addition, 
Columbia agreed to establish a Malcolm X 
scholarship. 


The Save the Audubon Coalition says it will 
continue to struggle for their position: that the 
city-owned structure should be turned into a 
multi-cultural community center under popular 
control. They have argued that Columbia 
University should not be subsidised by public 
if money, that biomedical research conducted in 


. to public health, snd:that Malcolm: X shouldbe 


ni remembered by a facility dedicated to serving the 


_ needs of his people. 
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the midst of the community would be hazardous — 
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There were too many people and not enough room 
on the platform, so the subways weren't stopping 
at 125th St. the afternoon that Nelson Mandela 
went to Harlem. The streets were filled with 
200,000 New Afrikans and African-Americans in 
African dress, vendors selling soda and water and 
Afrikan consciousness symbols and t-shirts. Red, 
black and green flags were everywhere; posters 
hung of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, and of 
political prisoners and prisoners of war here in the 
U.S. Black people turned out by the thousands to 
see Mandela, a hero who has galvanized African 
people worldwide for his principled stance for the 
right of Black people to self-determination, to wage 
armed struggle for independence, and to associate 
with whom they choose. Not since Malcolm X has 
a single individual so universally symbolized the 
worldwide aspirations of African people for 
freedom. 


published by the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 


What They Didn't Want Us to See When Mandela Went to Harlem 


Beneath all the excitement there was struggle 
about the nature of the Mandela's tour: Was it 
going to be a public relations stunt for government 
officials, or a chance for the Mandelas to stengthen 
ties with African people and revolutionary leaders 
in this country? There were attempts to prevent 
community events in Harlem and Bedford- 
Stuyvesant; city officials wanted the City Hall rally 
to be Mandela's main public appearance. There 
were also struggles about who would share the 
podium with the honored guests. 


(Continued inside...) 
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Thoughts on the Boycott of Korean Grocers 


Without as much fanfare as the coverage given to 
the trials of Joseph Fama et al (the murderers of 
Yusuf Hawkins in Bensonhurst) or those accused 
in the rape case of the Central Park jogger, the 
media coverage of the Black-led boycott of two 
Korean grocers in Flatbush is impacting on public 
consciousness of race relations in New York. For 
progressive whites our starting point must be a 
recognition that the conflict can only be resolved 
by and between the two communities. Buta 
closer look at the situation challenges us to clarify 
our views about what racism is and how it gets 
changed. 


The media projects the notion that, alas, racism is a 


~-problem.- asociaLillness_ thatequally afflicts all 


= 


kinds of people. It implicitly defines racism — 
as a set of negative attitudes and prejudicial beliefs 
toward another people. The danger in this position 
is that it masks the centrality of white racism, and 
tends to let-white people off the hook by 
suggesting that we are no more responsible for it 
than anyone else. In a racially tense city that seems 
constantly on the verge of explosion, this 
viewpoint neatly serves the powerholders' interest 


(Mandela, con'd from front page) 


Speakers at the Harlem rally included Dinkins, 
Ossie Davis, former political prisoner Dhoruba Bin- 
Wahad, and Father Lawrence Lucas. While 
Dinkins got a hefty booing, crowds warmed to Bin- 


UPI Photo 


Winnie Mandela 


lit 


sii Aires 


ji 
f 


in keeping a lid on things. They come up with 
community relations programs and social 
campaigns which appear to address the problem 
but only deal with the most superficial aspects of it. 


P 
While it is true that individual Africans, Arabs, 
Japanese, or whoever, are humanly capable of 
racial prejudice, the vast amount of racist violence 
is at the hands of whites. But beyond the question 
of attitudes is the question of power. Our society 
has institutionalized privilege for whites (in 
varying degrees deperiding on our class, gender, 
ethnicity, sexuality, etc.) through various forms of 
violence -- starvation, warfare, police repression, 
homelessness, illiteracy, etc. -- against people of 


em ecolor...The top.dogs.do,not perpetuate racism for its 


own sake, but for the sake of their system of profit- 
making. White people who buy into it are willing 
to go to war to defend it, will fight in the streets for 
it, or will passively allow other human beings (who 
are not one of "them") to be treated like animals. 


Many waves of immigrants have come to North 
America and within a few generations have been 
able to obtain not only the means of survival, but a 


Wahad's and Lucas' explicit comparison of the U.S. 


to South Africa. Dhoruba read a message to 
Mandela written by political prisoners in the U.S. 
There were repeated attempts by officials to get 
Dhoruba to read this message before Mandela got 
there, but he persisted. We weren't allowed to see 
this on T.V., though; just as he began speaking the 
networks cut away to sell the viewers a product. 
Not so subtle censorship in the land of free speech! 
Father Lucas made the point that racism is a 
monster that has to be fought here as well as in 
South Africa, that Black people in prison here are 
an extension of the Black community, and that the 
numbers of Black people in prison is a product of 
racism and white supremacy in the U.S. Puerto 
Rican Nationalist heroes Lolita Lebron, Irvin 
Flores, Raphael Cancel Miranda and Oscar Collazo 
(who spent 25 - 29 years in U.S. prisons for their 
role in fighting for Puerto Rican indenpendence -- 
the ones Dinkins called "assassins") were greeted 
by cheering crowds, but were prevented from 
meeting Mandela by FBI and local police for 
"security reasons." 


ite 5 


So there were a few connections that the 
government didn't want to get made. They don't 
want us to know that oppressed people here have 
heroes like the Mandelas; they don't want to press 
the point that the nature of the struggle for 
Africans here is essentially the same as in South 
Africa, that the civil rights reforms of the '60's and 
'70's did not fundamentally change the underlying 
relationship of Black people to U.S. society. 


modicum of respect and economic security. _ 
Europeans have been welcomed and have become 
fully integrated into the system, soon sharing its 
benefits. Asians, Latinos and other people of color 
have been forced to compete against each other to 
survive. Expressions of racism on the part of white 
people and antagonisms between communities of 


- color are an inevitable part of "Americanization." 


But the exploitation of African people has been so 
central to the U.S. economy that although they 
have been on this turf for four hundred years, they 
still struggle as a people for basic survival. Part of 
the process of "Americanization" is to see oneself as 
superior to Africans. But whatever conflicts exist 
among various oppressed people, it is still white 


people who hold the poreer= by owning the tsal see 
estate, running the schools, the justice system, by 


controlling the financial structure, by deciding who 
gets hired and what they're paid. 


The real problem of racism (white supremacy) is 
how to fundamentally change this system, not 
merely how to improve community relations 
among the people who make up the "beautiful 
mosaic" of New York. Today, as U.S. hegemony 
over the world economy is being challenged, in 
part, by the growing strength of Japanese capital, 
Asians are being scapegoated by racists who blame 
them for the fact that the U.S. is no longer "No. 1." 
The growth of anti-Asian violence is alarming, and 
we must be vigilant in working to stop it. At the 
same time, while Koreans have the right, as all 
people have the right, to open markets and engage 
freely in commerce, for Africans there is a long- 
standing denial of economic empowerment. 
Tensions will exist between these groups until 
Black communities have real economic and political 
power; this is a basic demand that we need to 
support. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

War At Home: Covert Action Against U.S. 
Activists and What We Can Do About It 
by Brian Glick 

South End Press, Boston: 1989, 92 Pages. 


Have you ever wondered why it is so hard for 
progressive forces in this country to organize 
themselves? Why is it that even among the left, 
anti-communist sentiment runs rampant in this 
nation? For answers to these questions read 
War At Home. This book details the history of 
the FBI's Counter Intelligence Program 
(Cointelpro) to disrupt, re-direct and terminate 
political organizing by progressive forces during 
the turbulent 1960's - 70's. It also illustrates how 
=the FBI, in league with the police, continues to 


FREE MUMIA 


No Death Penal 


ABU-JAMAL! 
I 


Mumia Abu-Jamal is the only journalist and 
political prisoner currently on death row. Abu- 
Jamal, ex-Minister of Information for the 


Philadelphia Black Panther Party and long time 
MOVE supporter, was referred to by Philly fascist 
Rizzo as "this new breed of journalist [which] has 
to be eliminated by any means necessary. The 
subject of an unprecedented reversal of its' own 
verdicts, the PA Supremem Court has insured that 
Mumia stays on death row, where he's been for 
nine years. Abu-Jamal has one federal appeal left 
before PA governor Casey can sign the execution 
order. Clearly, his case is an example of the "racist 
and arbitrary use of the death penalty in the U.S." 


operate against progressive organizations. (Amnesty International, 1989). 


e Letters and telegrams of protest should be sent 
immediately to Governor Casey, Main Capitol 
Building, Room 225, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 


e Telefaxes should be sent to the jail at (814) 
949-7922 demanding that phone calls to his 
family be allowed, an end to censorship of his 
mail, and an end to the restriction of all but 
religious literature. 


War At Home provides extensive coverage of 
the U.S. government's attack on Black 
Liberation forces such as the Black Panther 
Party, The Republic of New Afrika, Martin 
Luther King and Malcolm X. Some of the 
highest levels of repression, including 
assassination, have been focused on the 
leadership of the Black community in their fight 
for human rights here in the U.S. 


e For further information: Partisan Defense 
Committee, P.O. Box 99, Canal Street Station, 
NYC 10013. 


: Mumia Abu-Jamal, called “voice of the voiceless" at 
Many activists today make the mistake of radio station WUHY in Philadelphia in 1980. 
assuming that since progressive movements are 
relatively small and use primarily "legal" 
_educational and non-violent tactics, that 
government surveillance and infiltration is not a 
matter of concern. Glick strongly argues against 


this position. 


Demand the immediate release 
of Alan Berkman 


War At Home comes complete with detailed 
recommendations on how to help safeguard 
your organization against state interference. 
„This, combined. withthe historical, perspective...) 
thatit provides, makes this an important book 
to read. 


Dr. Alan Berkman, a political prisoner held by the U.S. government since 1985, is fighting for his life against 

~~ Tymphatic cancer. Since the 60's, Alan has been a dedicated anti-racist activi ded medical care to 
oppressed communities. ` Alan was convicted in 1987 of conspiracy and aiding & abetting the possession of 
explosives for which he is serving a ten-year sentence. Awaiting trial in 1985, Alan developed Hodgkin's Disease. 


After being forced to provide treatment, the BOP was warned that if Alan was not allowed prison conditions 
conducive to his health, that a recurrence of the cancer was likely. He was sent to Marion Penitentiary, 
notorious for its inhumane conditions. In 1988 Alan was moved to DC for another trial. He was placed in 
isolation and was not allowed outside for a year. At every stage, prison authorities have refused to provide 


About UPSOUTH 


UPSOUTH is published quarterly by the New York Chapter 


of the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee. Malcolm X used the 
phrase "up South" to describe the fact that racism is as prevalent in 
the North as it is in the South. New York City today is a case in 
point. Over the past few years, Black people and other people of 
color have put the issue of racism on the top of the agenda; yet a 
consistent and substantial opposition to racism from white people is 
glaringly absent. We hope that this newsletter will contribute to a 
movement that will take up our place on the front line of fighting 
racism -- which is to fight it in our own communities. 

JBAKC is a country-wide organization that struggles against 
KKK and Nazi terrorism and the system of white supremacy at its 
roots. We build solidariity with the struggle of the Black Nation to 
gain self-determination. As anti-imperialists, we support the 
demands of all oppressed people fighting for human rights and 
freedom from colonialism. 

We welcome your comments and participation.. You can 
help by volunteering to distribute UPSOUTH or by sending us 
information about white supremacist activity or anti-racist work 
going on in your area. Photos and "letters to the editor" are also 
welcome. Please contact us. 


a- John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 
P.O. Box 406 Stuyvesant Station 
New York, NY 10009 

201 / 324-6111 


Wear the Right Thing! 


Yes, I want to order a T-shirt! 


Name: 


This design 

- is available in 
urquoise and black 
100% cotton white 
t (size large only). 
iake check payable 
to J.B.A.K.C. 


Address: 


Zip Code: 


adequate medical care. Last March, a recurrence of Hodgkin's Disease was found. 


Alan has been eligible for parole since May 1987. In 
Feb. 1990 when he was finally allowed to see the Parole 
Commission, he had already served more time than 
most prisoners convicted“of similar charges. Despite 
his life threatening cancer, he has been denied parole 
until July 1992 because of his political beliefs. The 
government has said that he would be released only if 
he repudiated his beliefs and agreed to give them 
information. Alan will not cooperate with the 
government at any cost -- but the cost may be his life. 
It is up to the movement to apply enough pressure to 
set him free. 


o Telefaxed messages demanding his immediate 
release can be sent to the Parole Commision by 
calling 1-800-782-5465 (cost: $5.00) 

o Letters to: Irma Huseman, Case Analyst 

U.S. Parole Commission 

Air World Center #220 

10920 Ambassador Drive 

Kansas City, MO 64153. 


Subscribe 


By subscribing to UP SOUTH you can have every issue mailed to you and help make it possible 


for us to hand out thousands of free copies on the 


street. Send $5.00 (or more!!) to John Brown 


Anti-Klan Committee, P.O. Box 406, Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 10009. Please return this 


slip with your ees Thanks!!! 
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Hate Violence on the Rise 


The following are a few of the incidents that have 
occurred since we last reported: 


July 18, Park Slope, Brooklyn - About 20 cops killed 


a Latino man in a hail of gunfire. The man was 
reportedly walking down the street and holding a 
gun in his mouth. Witnesses say they never saw 
him aim it at the cops or anyone other than himself. 


July 26, Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn - An 


unidentified man died in police custody. Witnesses 
said police kicked & beat the man as he screamed for 
help, Police had been called to the scene when 
someone reported that a man was walking through 
the hall of an apartment building banging on doors. 


July 26, Greenwich Village, Manhattan - Three gay 


men were attacked at 4:00 a.m. at Christopher and 
West Streets by a group of seven Brooklyn men 
shouting anti-gay slurs. 2 were hospitalized as a 
result of stab wounds. The attackers tried to throw 
the third man into the Hudson River. They were 
later arrested. 


July 30, Bensonhurst, Brooklyn - The Lew family, 


Asian residents of Bensonhurst, was attacked by two 
white men. The whites were riding in a car and got 
angry when their path was blocked by Mr. Lew, 
who was parking his car. They attacked Mr. Lew 
with a baseball bat and tire iron and later returned 

_toismash up his car. When neighbors came out to 
investigate the noise, they fled, but came back with 
Molotov cocktails. Neighbors convinced the men 
not to use them. Julius Van Alst and Edward 
Witney were arrested that night. 


Reported Incidents of Bias Crime 
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The Bias Unit of the NYC Police Dept. reports a 
continuing increase in bias incidents. (How many 
have not been reported?) The 62nd Precinct, which 
includes the Bensonhurst area, was in the top ten of 
75 precincts, with 16 reported incidents in 1989. 


Struggle for Justice in Teaneck 


Continues 


The New Jersey State Attorney General 
recently ordered a second grand jury 
investiation into the April 10th police 
killing of Phillip Pannell in Teaneck. The 
first grand jury failed to bring an 
indictment. The white cop's story was 
initially corroborated by the findings of 
the Bergen County Medical Examiner, 
who concluded that Pannell was 
reaching into his pocket (allegedly for a 
gun) when he was shot. A recent 
autopsy, however, shows that Pannell's 
hands were raised in a surrender 
position at the time. The Pannell family 
and the region's Black community have 
remained vigilant in pressing for justice. 
The case is reminiscent of the Michael 
Stewart case (see below) in which ex- « 
NYC Medical Examiner Elliot Gross 
played a major role in hiding and 
destroying evidence to‘cover up his 
murder by the police. 


Michael Stewart 


Remember Michael Stewart! 


Seven years after his death, the family of 
Michael Stewart won a $1.7 million 
settlement against NYC and the Transit 
Authority. Stewart was arrested on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan by transit 
police in Sept.'83 for writing graffiti in 
the subway. He was beaten so severely 
that he lapsed into a coma and died 
about ten days later. Few of the cops 
were convicted; those that were: were 
barely punished. f 
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Jitu Weusi } 


Unity Party Formed 


Following the example of the Alabama 
New South Coalition, the organization 
from which the Black Panthers got their 
logo, African Americans United for 
Political Power and the Unity Party are 
building to win seats in local elections in 
New York. Contrasting themselves with 
the Rainbow Coalition's efforts to win 
Jesse Jackson the presidency, the / 
concern is for small steps instead of a 
great leap -- the attainable positions of 
local power with which to build a base, 
such as city council seats, local 
judgeships, NYS congress seats, etc. 
Seeking to provide a "justidistribution of 
resources and delivery of goods and 
services to working people and the 
oppressed,” this coalition effort plans to 
build on the same base asthe Rainbow: 
Blacks, Latinos and the white left. In a 
drive to attain 20,000 signatures, and 
then 50,000 votes in the November 6 
elections (this is required to secure a 
permanent slot on future ballots), it is 
hoped that much of the 51% who never 
vote will find some expression in the 
progressive plank of the Unity Party. 
Black community activist Jitu Weusi has 
been nominated to run for governor. 


For more information about how you can 
help, call (212) 304-2852 or (718) 388-7088 
or (516) 491-9137 or write fo UNITY c/o 
AAUPP, P.O. Box 154 Adelphi Stn., 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 


Haitians Fight AIDS 
Discrimination 


"AIDS is not racist -- the FDA is" one 
placard read as an estimated 50,000 
Haitians marched in lower Manhattan 
on April 20th to protest the FDA policy 
banning Haitians from donating blood. 
The FDA's justification is that they say 
the policy helps prevent the spread of 


You CAN T Dede, 
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l Lesbians Fight Back 


Aug. 14th - 600 lesbians, gays & friends 
marched through Park Slope to protest 
the April 7th racist & sexist assault on a 
group of lesbians at the New Purity 
Restaurant. Several homophobic attacks 
have occurred in that area recently. The 
action was organized by Brooklyn 
Lesbians & Gays Against Hate Crimes. 


= Drug Using Mothers | 


ACLU, reporting that about 15% of 
pregnant women use drugs, say that 
there has been a huge increase in the 
prosecution of these women. Most have 
been charged with child abuse and/or 
had their child taken from them. 80% of 
those charged are poor and Black or 
Latina. By contrast, if the drug-using 
mother is white or earns more than ` 
$25,000 per year, there is little likelihood 
of being reported to the authorities. 


Anti-Racist Earth Day 


On April 22nd, demonstrators targeted 
American Cyanamid in Somerset, New 
Jersey, one of the largest contributors to 
toxic waste pollution. A central theme of 
the protest was to denounce American 
Cyanamid's racist practice of exporting 
its toxic waste to South Africa. 
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